THAI NATIONAL SHIPPERS’ COUNCIL DIRECTORY 2019-2020

ADVERTORIAL

Laem Chabang Port Pushes Forward to 29th Years,

Eco-Friendly and Sustainable Growth
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Ever since the inaugural opening in 1991 until now, Laem
Chabang Port has served as an important gateway for import-export of
cargo through maritime transportation for 29 years. As Thailand’s main
port, Laem Chabang Port has continually developed its infrastructure
and facilities to support the growing volume of cargo transportation
and to increase the country’s competitiveness to become a center
for maritime transportation in Southeast Asia.

Currently, Laem Chabang Port has capacity to handle 11.1 million
TEUs each year, it can also handle 1.9 million cars per year, and 3.191
million tons of general cargo. However, at present the throughput
is at 8.015 TEUs and 1.251 million cars, which almost reach its full
capacity, so to increase its capacity from handling 11.1 million TEUs
to 18.1 million TEUs each year, the 3@ Phase of Laem Chabang Port
Development Plan has been prepared to support the growing volume
of cargo in the future and to solve the congestion problem in the
port.

Lt.Je. Yuttana Mokekhaow, the new Director of Laem Chabang
Port, kindly shares data and visions on the 3™ Phase of Laem Chabang
Development Plan as well as guidelines on infrastructure development
within the port to increase competitiveness of the country in general
and to drive the sustainable growth of the country’s economy.

Phase lll Development Details

As for the 3" Phase of Laem Chabang Development Plan, it
covers the area of 2,846 rai, it will comprise 2 wharfs for container
vessel i.e. Wharf F with 2,000 meters of quay length and Wharf E with
1,500 meters of quay length, it will also have multi-purpose wharf,
coastal ship wharf to support domestic container transportation,
service wharf and the area for container rail transportation behind
Wharf E and Wharf F to handle 4 million TEUs from rail transportation,
etc.

The 3@ Phase of Lam Chabang Port Development Plan can
support the vessel with the tonnage of 15,000 TEUs, it can support
the handling of 7 million TEUs per year. It is expected to open for
service in the year 2025, the total capacity of Laem Chabang Port
will be 18.1 million TEUs per year, as the 1st Phase’s capacity is at
4.3 million TEUs and the 2nd Phase is at 6.8 million TEUs.

Lt.Jg. Yuttana revealed that “ When the 3™ Phase of Laem
Chabang Port Development Plan opens for service, Laem Chabang
Port would have capacity to handle 18.1 million TEUs per year and
would increase the ratio of container rail transportation from 7 percent
to 30 percent, in lined with the EEC’s policy in reducing the country’s
overall transportation cost from 14 percent to 12 percent of GDP,
which would save about 250,000 million baht. The project also links
with multimodal transportation both rail and land transportation to
the neighboring countries and to all regions in the country effectively.”

Apart from increasing the country’s competitiveness, the 3™ Phase
of Laem Chabang Development Plan will contribute to Thailand’s
economy in various areas such as reducing the country’s transportation
and logistics cost, saving transportation time, speeding up import
and export, increasing business opportunity, increasing the country’s
competitiveness in terms of technology, as well as building up
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opportunity to develop new industry and related business to drive
Thailand towards digital economy.

Infrastructure and Facilities Development in Laem Chabang Port

Apart from the 3@ Phase of Laem Chabang Port Development
Plan, Laem Chabang Port has planned for other development
projects relating to the improvement of infrastructure in the port
to shift mode of transportation from land to rail and river, which
is the country’s logistics development to be more energy saving,
to reduce pollution and reduce the country’s overall logistics cost.

“At present, the ratio of container transportation from Laem
Chabang Port to the hinter area, 88 percent are carried out by land,
only 7 percent by rail transportation and 5 percent by river system.
This is due to the fact that the port has not enough infrastructure
to support rail transportation, Laem Chabang Port can only handle
container from rail transportation at 500.000 TEUs each year. The port,
has therefore, developed the Single Rail Transfer Operator; SRTO, by
building Rail Yard in Zone 4 area which is located in between Wharf
Set B and Wharf Set C. The Rail Yard will be installed with a bunch
of 6 rail tracks, each track will have length at 1,224-1,434 meters,
and each track can accommodate 2 trains, there will be altogether
12 trains. Besides, Rail Mounted Gantry Cane will also be installed, it
can operate by straddling over all the 6 tracks at the same time, it
can handle 2 million TEUs per year, so it will increase the ratio of rail
transportation from 7 percent to 15 percent.” Lt.Jg Yuttana revealed.

In addition, Laem Chabang Port has also developed coastal wharf
(Wharf A) to support the shift mode policy from land transportation
to sea transportation to help reduce the country’s overall transpor-
tation cost by developing potential of logistics system and eventually
increase the country’s competitiveness in a concrete manner. It will
also help support the transportation between private river port and
the port in the gulf of Thailand in the manufacturing area in the south
such as Prachuab Khiri Kan, Chumphon and Surat Thani with Laem
Chabang Port.

Wharf A is located in 43 rai of land and will serve only as coastal
ship. The wharf will be built in L shape with 30 meters width, 120 and
125 meters of quay length, the berth’s size is 115x120 meters with
10 meters depth (MSL), it can accommodate 1,000 Devetton ship and
3,000 Devetton ship. This wharf can handle 100 TEUs and 200 TEUs,
at the same time, which will make the ratio of land transportation
decreasing and shifting to coastal transportation from 5 percent to
10 percent.

Laem Chabang Port also improved facilities to solve the traffic
congestion within the port to expand the road, build up the, cross
bridge, build up 16 channels of toll point at controlling gate 1, build up
U-turn bridge and install traffic lights, etc. With the determination and
intention to drive the Projects of Laem Chabang Port Development
Plan, which will be a vital improvement of the public sector agency
to be in consistent with private sector’s work, be it the change of
transportation mode to become more environmental friendly (Green
Port), the investment in new technology for full capacity and safety
operation or the improvement of infrastructure in the port to facilitate
user, which will be successful Thailand’s main port, to move forward
to another level of the world leading container port.
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